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September 26, 2016 

 

Lester Holt 

NBC 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 

New York, NY 10112 

 

Anderson Cooper 

CNN 

20 Columbus Circle 

New York, NY 10019 

 

Elaine Quijano 

524 West 57th St. 

New York, NY 10019 

 

 

Martha Raddatz 

ABC 

1717 Desales Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Chris Wallace 

Fox News 

1211 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, NY 10036 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear presidential debate moderators, 

 

Throughout this year’s campaign, both Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump have declared that 

updating our country’s infrastructure is critical to maintaining America’s global competitiveness 

and supporting economic development. As the first debate will focus on “achieving prosperity,” 

the 21st century’s essential infrastructure – affordable high-speed internet access – must be part 

of the conversation.  

 

Since the creation of rail and highway systems, our understanding of infrastructure and critical 

services has continued to expand. In addition to transportation, electricity, and water, access to 

affordable high-speed internet is becoming a basic requirement for modern life, from obtaining 

healthcare and finding a job to connecting communities and participating in our democracy.  

 

Unfortunately, many Americans still do not have affordable access to internet that meets their 

needs. According to the FCC’s most recent Broadband Progress Report, approximately 34 

million Americans lack access to truly high-speed internet. 

 

The implications of this gap are clear. Nearly 5 million households with school-aged children 

lack high-speed internet service. Many of these students struggle to do their homework, with 

seven out of 10 teachers reporting that they assign homework that requires internet access. A 

21st century education that adequately prepares our students for the jobs of tomorrow depends 

on the strength of their Internet connection today. Americans cannot afford a “homework gap” 

that places our children and our economy at a disadvantage with the rest of the world.  

 

In the same ways that trains, highways, and telephones have long powered the way we 

do business and share ideas, internet infrastructure is our country’s economic driver for 

the 21st century. Investing in high-speed internet access will keep our citizens and 

businesses competitive worldwide and support opportunity for all. 

http://www.npr.org/2016/09/19/494621392/first-presidential-debate-to-focus-on-prosperity-security-and-nations-direction
http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2016/db0129/FCC-16-6A1.pdf
http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2016/db0129/FCC-16-6A1.pdf
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/04/20/the-numbers-behind-the-broadband-homework-gap/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/04/20/the-numbers-behind-the-broadband-homework-gap/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/04/20/the-numbers-behind-the-broadband-homework-gap/
https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-14-189A4.pdf
https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-14-189A4.pdf
https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-14-189A4.pdf
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Americans agree that the next president must make this vision a reality. According to recent 

polling, 64 percent of Americans believe that the next president should make expanding internet 

access a priority. A majority also agree that the benefits of improving internet access to improve 

children’s education outweigh the potential costs to taxpayers. 

 

Right now, however, our internet infrastructure and lack of affordable broadband options 

actually exacerbates existing disparities. Studies suggest that home broadband adoption rates 

are lowest among African Americans (54 percent), Latinos (50 percent), families earning under 

$20,000 (41 percent), and rural residents (55 percent). Adoption rates have even plateaued 

over the last few years, according to the Pew Research Center. Pew and other researchers 

have found that the high price of broadband access is the most significant barrier to adoption. 

 

With this in mind, voters must understand the presidential candidates’ plans for broadband 

access. Both candidates have promised major investments in infrastructure development, and 

broadband internet should be a part of these plans.  

 

We, the undersigned groups, strongly urge you to ask the candidates the following question: 

 

“Home broadband internet access has become an essential tool for education, employment, 

civic engagement, and even healthcare. Yet 34 million people still lack access to affordable 

high-speed internet. What will you do as president to help expand access to affordable high-

speed internet for everyone in America?” 

 

In the face of ongoing calls to hear more from the presidential candidates about expanding 

affordable internet access, both candidates should use these debates to make their plans clear. 

Infrastructure investments last for generations, and voters deserve to know how the presidential 

candidates will ensure that Americans can use this essential technological tool. 

 

We look forward to a productive discussion in the debates about the best policies to promote 

economic opportunity and a strong economy in the United States. We hope that you will 

consider challenging the candidates to discuss expanding affordable high-speed internet access 

and make their stances clear during the debate. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

18MillionRising.org 

Access Humboldt 

American Library Association 

Benton Foundation* 
Center for Democracy and Technology 

Center for Media Justice 

Center for Rural Strategies 

https://tfreedmanconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/AccessPollingMemo_20151123.pdf
https://tfreedmanconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/AccessPollingMemo_20151123.pdf
https://tfreedmanconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/AccessPollingMemo_20151123.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2015/12/Broadband-adoption-full.pdf
http://www.pewinternet.org/files/2015/12/Broadband-adoption-full.pdf
http://www.nhmc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Access-Debate-Letter_General_20160302.pdf
http://www.nhmc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Access-Debate-Letter_General_20160302.pdf
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Common Cause 

Common Sense Kids Action 

Communications Workers of America 

Demand Progress 

Engine 

Fight for the Future 

Free Press 

Future of Music Coalition 

Just Foreign Policy 

Media Alliance 

Media Mobilizing Project 

NAACP 

National Hispanic Media Coalition 

Native Public Media 

New America's Open Technology Institute 

Next Century Cities 

Open Media 

Open MIC (Open Media and Information Companies Initiative) 

Public Knowledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Benton Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting communication in 

the public interest. These comments reflect the institutional view of the Foundation and, unless 
obvious from the text, are not intended to reflect the views of individual Foundation officers, 
directors, or advisors. 
 


